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IOHN CRISHAM

spiashv u,edding a ferv da-vs earlier in Annapolis had clrau.n three

hunclred lriends and relatives. Dozens oibeautiful photos told the

ston'. Cirelsea svelte, tanned and toned, ancl positively radiant. Paul

in his fiercelv st:rrched navil r.vhites, equ:rliy lean ancl bronzecl and

ready for coinuraud. Both quoted fi-onr rrell]ory sappv sonnets

prorrrising eterurl love and bliss and plerrry of children. Paul even

reacl an enrbarrassitlg poellr that nude Chelsea cI:. There was a

ciose-up of her teirrs to prove it! For the benefit of-her follorvers

she posted a cl:rily schedule of their hone,vnootr in Paris. cviclently

in the belief that therr lr.cre the first couple in history to atteilpt
sr.rch a ror-nantic adventure.

The sr-rrveillance pickecl it ap:rrt lnd nade plans accordinglv.

Follos-iug the r.or-rnq lovers was ers)r because thcir destin:Itiorls

.rnrl 1r1o\elrent! \\-erc so cle:rrly teicgrapheci, and the thought of
lookrne oyer thclr shoulders never crossed their urinds. Thev had

eves onlr- for each other. There was no one back there. After each

thlilling l,isit to the Lonvre, the Erfl^el Torver, Notre-L)ame, Sacr6-

C)oeur, and so on, ttre photos kept conring and the slrrveillance

indered them against Chelsea's itinerary. The couple r.r,rs pnnctual

and keen to cover a lot of territorv cLrring their eight-day fantlsr,'.

Accordinq to her nrusings on social media, lirnitcd of cor-rrse

to her select uroup of follorr',ers but ridiculously hackable, Chelsea

fell in lor.,e rvith Paris as a ten-year-old u,hen her rnother took her

there one sunurler. Her father and his doctor buddres sph,rrged on

an erotic fishing trip to Alaska, and in an act of revenge-shopping

her nrother called the travel agent. The girls spent a -'veek iu r
snall boutique hotel, ruurored to be the favorite of Lauren Bacall,

roarned the streets for hours each da1', and had afternoon ter in
the cor.rrtyard. When the tourist sites r,lrere too crorvded they
retreated to the Luxeurbonrg Gardens rvhere they sat in the shade

near the Grand Pond :rnd read books about Paris. Chelsea took
ali the French language courses she could in school and rvatched

videos for hours. During her second year of college she qualified
for a sernester abroad and lived at the Sorbonne. 'While'her Anreri-
can friends stuck together and tried to avoid speaking French, she

spent weekends with her nr

She never claimed to be flue:
for improvement.

Long before he finall]- p

they would hone)rmoon. He
years of courting Chelsea he

Far less enamored rr-ith sa.
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The concierge had booked iunch in a bistro in the torvn of
Bayeux. Malik haci taken other clients there and said the food was

excellent. 
'With a sly grin he said he had asked the owner to pllt

on ice a bottle of local white wine, and it lvas already cold' He

escorted them to the bistro, introduced them to the madam of the

house, and left to go find lunch on his own. He would be back at

2 p.lt. to retrieve them and continue the tour at the war mllsellnl

in Caen.

Ntalik parked on a narrow street olf the town square and found

,r seat at an outdoor caf6. It was midday in France, a crucial monlent

of the da-v r,vhen the French forget about everything but tending to

the needs of their stornachs. The caf6 was busy but not packed.

He ordered a goat cheese salad ar-rd a bottle of sparkling lvater. As

he rvaited, he checked his phone for messages and emails. It was a

beautiful day in late April, sunny rvithout a cloud to be seen.

He lvas halfr.vay through his salad when a slim young woman

in tight jeans appeared at his table and said, meekly, "I'nt sorry

to interrupt, but I think I'm lost." She had an innocent voice, a

comely smile, and red curly hair. Her eyes were hidden by thick

sunglasses.

Ever the professional, and not wanting to interrupt his lunch,

Malik said politel-y, "I'- from Paris and I don't know this torvn

ven-s'eII."
S1-re ofiered an even bigger smile and said, "I'm trying to get to

Paris." Per{ect unaccented Freuch, obviously a native.

Suddenly, a man on an orange bicycle veered off the sidewalk

and crashed into a nearby table where two Finnish tourists were

having their lunch. Glasses, bottles, bowls, plates, flatware, food,

water, wine, all went flying as the table flipped r.vhile everyone

yelled. Water splashed onto the back of the girl with red curls.

Malik jumped to his feet, as did others, to lend a hand. The girl
deftly slipped trvo capsules of chloral hydrate into his glass of water.

Waiters were quick on the scene. The cyclist €5ot to his feet,

apologizing profusely and ofrering to pay for his damages. Lunch

was ruined but the Finns were too shocked to be angry. They
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a happy marriage. They heard a siren in the ciistance but thought
nothing of it. No oue else in the restaurant stopped eating to look
around.

'fhe reckless bike rider changed cluicklv into all black-suit,
shoes, tie. Only the shirt rvas white. For a nice touch be added

a slnart black chauffeur's cap. He took Malik's Peugeot for a spin

around to\\rn to get a feel lor it and to check his routes. He filled

the tank, then naited on:r beuch across the street {rcrtr the restalt-

lant. FIe col,ered his nouth and nose lvith a light blue disposable

nask.
At 1:50, Paul and Chelsea emerged and reached for their sun-

glasses. Their nerv driver r'r':rr.ed at theln ;rnd turned on the charnr.

He said his nlnre s'as Llulent and he rvas fiom thc same car com-

prrn'. He gar-e thetr a busirtcss card as he explained that Malik rvas

rushinq back to Paris bv train to see aboutt his rvife. Shc hed been

urjr-rrec'l dlirrinEl to s.ork only hours earlier and r,vas in the hospi-

tal. Lar-rrent apologized for -nvearing the mask and erplainecl that

he rvas gerting over the flu :rnd his enrployer reqttired a rnask. He

pointed to the sanre black Peugeot across the street and apologized

for any inconvenience. Paul and Chelsea could think of none.

Without hesitation, they got into the rear seat, Laurent got behind

the rvheel ar-rd clicked on the child locks. He asked thenr about

lr-rnch, said it was one of his favorite places, and ofr they r.vent in
the direction of Caen, a half hour ar,vay.

Chelsea began grrlling Laurent abor,rt his Frenchness. He

cl:rimecl to be of Moroccan clescent but his parents lvere both born
in Lvon. Thev hld tried to nake him learn Arabic at honre br-rt it
dicln't stick. He consiciered hinrself thorougirly French, though he

rvas pror-rdly Muslirn. He infornred them that there rvere over half
a million Moroccans living in France.

On the outskirts of Bayeur, Laurent rvas talking ar'vay as he

pulled a thin cord that was attached to an aerosol canister under

the front passenger seat. Silent1y, a strong but odorless dose of
nitrous oxide entered the airspace of the rear seat.

Laurent pinched his mask tighter on his nose. Chelsea rvas sud-



'P-ro,\\ E lnolllr \\
Lr,rrr e.Lorp pue 'eur8uJ eqt peuets 'laeq.u Bur:aets eqr purqeq lo;-
(i1:rnb erls 'e{lq a8ut:o erl} ot lxett '1cnr1 ,(re.r.r1ep aqt Jo rr!-r
eqt ur tr pessot prre 1:tdlccq req otllr uIeLIt pITS orl^\ '1-rr8 eql ot

sruo Iter aqt a,Lt8 all 'toe8nad aql ulo-g sarrld 1:eq puE ]uo4 rLIl

peddr.,ws aq 'qrlr.u ldel 1-rr8 aqt sV 'rJllrp^\arls E pur sateld asua:r1

Jo tcs r pelorue-r puE esrf aqrrllt reqleal srq peuado lue-rntf
'q8rqt ge1d1e.to1 raq otul lue.\\ EeslrqJ roJ euo

aql 'eurrurtJlJo asop ratetlrlluaf-frqllf-ollo ts uIIq a,Lt8 pur 1:arr
s,lncd otLII lsrl] eql prqqei atls 'sJlpaau qrur-ruo qtrlr se8rtt: r'

Irlnuapr o,\\t paloura: pr8 aql h-rq prc tsrg IIEurs -rer{ ruoq

,,NoN,,'sql-rrqs plr \\
pur s8rrrldes Jo lelrrql E prrqeq rlro{ lrgtrl aqr paqcrt.,n iaqa

.('luaruollr B lrE,\\ puv,. 'pIES lueJnE'I (.'>lslllll t uo lnd,,
',(q-rrarr Surppnq ,{pro aqr str\ u,uJQ pareprdtpp y 'xneLtg rprstllo

rLr-rEJ t jo a8p: Jrir lE e-ra,w ,(aq1 'efuetsrp erlt tII .ft:.,rtq8rq eql puLl

toa8na.l erll Lrael\leq rr peq;ed put url ire,tqep parytruut:t '1pru:

xJo Iaer{^\ rrp puqeq pe-rtaddr: spnl prr erlt qtr/lr 1-113 aq1 'lIE rql
,rt.lll ot s-roop -reeJ rilocl pauado lrre-rnr'I 'lllls J-rerr .taqr uer14y

'1arnb ,ra;E ar1

prrr pessrd spuolJs :\\oprn^\ ellt uo Sur8ueq pur Ern11e.( sB^\ Itltrd
'rra8dxo cnd go esop E >loot pur 'qtnour srq ur relEqul uE )'lJnt\

'>lsrru sIrI para^\ol lrre-rnr-I 'eprstno 'peEllntr eJer\ SpJo.,\\ srq lng
.,iroop eqr rredg,, 'pe1e.( JH 'po1lol SE;\\ tI tng ool stq uado ot

perlt 1nrd 'lr pJLrirLrEIS pLrE '.lrlo lo8 '-roop srq perrado 'uorlnr8r erll

1;o peurnt JH 'llJ eqt Eurddols 'prEs llralnrJ ,,'luJtuoru JuO,,
'1:tql en8uot sn1

'-rJr\\ols J-ro't\ sp,ro,r\ srf1 'pepLrrrue p lncd, ;8uro8 J,\\ J,]t arirrl/T\,.
'prES Ees[eLIJ ,,'.{,zzrp Llu,1,,

'pr:o,r 
le.telii E oJrro u-rnl E

olrrr pJppr>ls puE P]rq Pe)trq lua-rnt-I ..'JJe q u-Inl etu lef 'e-rns,,

((ir[oprrr^\ E Je.\\ol no{ ppo: 'Le5,, 'prts JH 'Pe>pol

sE,\\ tr ]nq ^\opur^\ 
E >llB-rr ot uolnq eqr peqsnd pe4 'larnb (1uap

NOTSNIIIH]N]UJ lHT

;Brts sr,lt teslel{J 'osou slrl f,

.IBES JEAJ JE

Jo esop ssalropo rnq 8uo.u

rePun Jelsruef IosoJeE uE o

eq st ,(tzwt Suqp sE-\r lu:

JIEr{ Ja o 3Je \ aJarF lErP ru;

eq q8noqi'q:uarg -i1fnorr
1r lng euoq lE frqEfv- rlrtfl
uJoq qtoq oron\ sluJrEd tlq ,

eH 'ss3ur{lueu srq tnoqt
-1

uI tue^\ daqr go pIrE 'sJ-rq(

]noq€ ueql P3{sE aH 'q-x

Pulq3q 1o3 luarnel :rEJ! -rt:
'auou Jo TuFp P[nof Er!-t:

pazrSolodr put trrrls rqr ts(

eH '{seru e perrnber ra-fu1d

ttql peurtldxe put {s?rrr r{
-rdsoq eql ur st,r\ put -rJrpr

ueeq pEr{ eqs '3-JL\\ srq lnG
str!\ lrpw reqr paurqdsa :t
-ruof JEI eruEs egl uro-q \:er

'ruJrr{f, eql uo PeuJru put il

-uns rreql roJ PegrBf,r PrE

elqrsodsrp anlq lq8q r q

-nElseJ er{l IIIo5 IJaDS J

PaITTJ 3H 'selnor srq {r3
urds e rog roa8ne6 1111t

P3PPE eq r{fnol ef,ru E

'lrns-1:qq IIE orul AI:

>lool ot BuEee paddors rr

rqSnoqr tnq oruelsrp rrp



10 lOHN GRISHAT\,1

At 3:lJ, Laurent turned o{f the A13 autoroute near the city of
Louviers, ninery minutes northeast of Paris. At a busy service sta-

tion, he found the car's GPS tracker under the dash near the steer-

ing column, disabled it, and tossed it in the earbage.

At 4:111, the dispatcher at the car servlce in Paris received a call

from a woman who said she was Chelsea Tanner, thar she and her

husband were in the town of Bayeux, and that their driver, Malik,

had drsappeared, along with his ca'-. They lvere stranded and quite

:lnsrv about it. A policeman told thern that the driver had been

raken to the hospital for sorle reason. Ms. Tanner said she and her

hr,rsband had decided to catch a train to London to spend a few

.--1avs. Please inforrn Malik that they no longer needed him, and

c-lon't even think about billing them for the trip.

The call was strange on several levels. First, Malik r.vas a thor-
oughly reliable driver u,'ith a spotless record and not a single

complaint in seven years with the company. If he'd had a medi-

cal problem, he rvould have called the dispatcher imnrediately to

make other arrangenlents for his clients. Second, the caller claimed

to be an Arnerican and spoke near-per{ect English rvith only a hint

of an accent, but it was Jn acccnt nonetheless, a French one, and

the dispatcher kner'v it. Third, over four hours had passed since

Malik had last logged in, with the drop-oIf at the restaurant. The

long gap in time rvas confusing. Fourth, u,hy rvould the Atnerican

coupie suddenly change plans and go to London?

For that afternoon. the car service had seventeen vehicles on

hire, all but tr,vo in the Paris metropolitan area. The sole dispatcher

was expected to rnonitor all of them, but it was a boring task and

she needed several cigarette breaks. When she checked the Peu-

geoti GPS tracker, she realized it had been disconnected. An alert

had been sent at 3:18 p.u., probably rvhen she was or-rtside having

a smoke.

The car service had been booked through the concierge. The

dispatcher chatted with her supervisor and both decided not to
call the hotel. If the Americans w'anted to see London, it rvas their
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